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tubular reabsorption of water. Used in cardiac edema; nephrotic edema; asoites
of liver disease; carefully selected cases of subacute and chronic forms of nephritis.

Action in congestive cardiac failure: Gradual fall in right auricular pressure,
and, in most patients, slow rise in cardiac output. As diuresis subsides, right
auricular pressure tends to rise, but still considerably below initial levels, while
cardiac output tends to return to initial level.

Toxicity. Manifestations of sodium deficiency should be watched for. Should
be used with caution in the presence of renal insufficiency.

Over-diuresis and salt re&triclion.^'H.igli blood urea nitrogen, low sodium level;
weakness, lassitude, anorexia, nausea, vomiting, restlessness, thirst unrelieved by
plain water, apathy, mental confusion, fall in blood pressure, pulse rate accelerated,
pulse volume diminished, clammy skin, shock, coma.

Cerebral thrombosis has been precipitated in aged by dehydration due to
mercurials.

Exercise care where there are severe bladder symptoms or over GO cc. residual
urine as acute retention may result.

MERALLURIDE INJECTION, U. S. P. (Mercuhydrin.) Sterile solution of
meralluride (methoxyoxyinercuripropylBUCoinylurea and theophylline in approxi-
mately moleoular proportions) and just sufficient sodium hydroxide to effect solu-
tion. Contains, per cc., equivalent of 39 mg. mercury and 48 rag. theophylline.

Dosage. Give initial dose of 0.5 co. intravenously or intramuscularly to test
for idiosyncrasy; wait 24 hours. Usual dose is 1 cc. May be given twice weekly,
or as may bo indicated.

Dosage forms.   Ampuls, I co., 2 co.

MERCAPTOMERIN SODIUM, N. N. R. (Thiomerin Sodium.) Disodium
salt of N (y-carboxymethylmercaptomerouri-B-mothoxy) propyl camphoric acid,
Solution contains 40 mg. of mercury per co.

This preparation, which is given suboutaneously, is claimed to have less cardiac
toxicity and less irritation at site of injection. Diuretic response to this drug
subcutaneously is as satisfactory as the mercurials used intramuscularly or intra-
venously.

Dosage. 0.5 to 2 co. suboutanoously. Powder is brought into solution with
sterile distilled water.

Dosage forms. Ampuls, 1.4 Gm. of powder (10 oo.), 4.2 Gm. of powder
(30 co.).

ANTIDIURETICS

Antidiuretica are used to control polyuria, and are of primary importance in
the management of the polyuria of diabetes insipidus. Lesions of the posterior
pituitary gland impair the ability of the renal tubule to resorb water to maximum
capacity. The posterior pituitary hormone given parenterally or by application
to the nasal mucosa inhibits water diuresis but is ineffective against salt-for
urea-induced diuresis.

POSTERIOR PITUITARY INJECTION, U, S. P. (See also under "Hormones
and Synthetic Substitutes.") Contains 10 U. S. P. units of posterior pituitary
per co.

Dosage. 0.5 to 1 cc. intramuscularly or subcutaneously daily, or as necessary
to control symptoms. Same dosage may be given on cotton pledgets inserted
into nostrils for several minutes 2 or more times daily. Dry posterior pituitary
powder (approximately 0.16 Gm.) applied to nasal mucosa has also been effective.

Dosage form.    Injection, U. S. P., ampuls, 10 U. S. P. units per cc.    J
